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sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
| [ box No. VIE Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 



□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 
| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 
| | publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 
j | international preliminary exarnination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2 With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets ^ chha ^^„ 
' farlheTtoZ Ze^Z Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "onginalfy filed 
and are not annexed to this report): 

[ | The international application as originally ffied/furnished 

the description: . . • * a 

, as originally filed/furnished 

PageS * " T2 9 r^tv^ hv this Authority on 19 November 2004 (19.1 1.2004) 

pages 

c * received by this Authority on , , 



the claims: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 



2 , as originally filed/furnished 
, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
received by this Authority on 19 November 2004 (19.11.2004) 
received by this Authority on „ 



1-8 



, as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages _ 

the claims, Nos. _ 



| j the drawings, sheets/figs 

| | the sequence listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



L n This reoort has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
I 4 * U rSdeSe ^Sey^ave been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 



the description, pages 
the claims, Nos. 



□ 
□ 

| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

| | the sequence listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, ' J 
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i V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1, 2 



1/ 2 



1, 2 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 7-188733 A (Hans Berns) , 25 July 1995 

JP 51-10121 A (Allegheny Ludlum Ind. , Inc.), 
27 January 1976 

JP 5-311336 A (Nikkou Kinzoku Kabushiki 
Kaisha) , 22 November 1993 



Document 2 : 
Document 3 : 



The inventions that are set forth in claims 1 and 2 
do not involve an inventive step in the light of documents 
1-3. It would be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
employ the inert atmosphere comprising nitrogen that is 
taught in document 3 as the nitrogen- containing gas 
atmosphere that is taught in document 1. In addition, it 
is not seen to be technically difficult for a person 
skilled in the art to employ the feature that is taught in 
document 2 (specifically, refer to page 5, lower left 
column) , wherein nitridation and diffusion are conducted 
as necessary in order to austenitize the entire cross 
section, as is appropriate according to the desired 
product . 
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